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the damage they were doing would have become much worse.
They all scattered in different directions, setting out for the Kingdom
[of New Granada] and other parts. The galleys were burned and
the enemy removed the artillery from them and carried it off, as he
did the city's artillery, which was fifteen pieces, large and small.
When the enemy had been in town six days he sent a trumpeter
to bid us come to ransom the place, for otherwise he would burn and
destroy it all. A citizen named Tristan de Orive was sent under the
enemy's safe-conduct to negotiate. Francis would not hear him,
declining to negotiate the ransom with him, but only with the
bishop and governor. He proffered us safe-conduct if we cared to
come in for the purpose.
The people of the city came to an Indian village where the bishop
and I were and urged us to have pity on the city because of its loss,
and to go to negotiate the remedy and the ransom. Moved by con-
sideration for them and in view of the damage this city would suffer
otherwise, we arranged with Francis to extend us safe-conduct for
ourselves and 20 citizens to accompany us. He gave it and we went
in and he received us well.
After we had set forth the poverty of this land and explained that
there was no money here, he answered that he knew quite well that
this was one of the principal cities in the Indies and very rich. In
reply he was reminded that Santo Domingo, a very much larger
place than this is, had been ransomed for little money, and we said
that for Cartagena we would give him 25,000 ducats. He answered
that in Santo Domingo he had obtained pillage, for the people there
had saved only themselves and there had been no bloodshed, whereas
in Cartagena there had been no booty and there had been blood-
shed, for all of which he must be compensated with money, and that
he must have 400,000 ducats as ransom. In view of this demand,
nothing further was said in the matter and we returned. Therefore
Francis began to burn the town, beginning with the least valuable
portion; and he burned about 100 houses, the most worthless in the
place.
In view of the damage he was doing a person was sent to urge him
not to burn, for the ransom would be negotiated. And so they went
to offer him 30,000 ducats. He retorted that he would not accept less
than he had demanded; unless he got it he would destroy every-
thing. The messenger returned with this answer and meanwhile the
enemy burned another 100 houses of a better sort, tiled and of
masonry.
Seeing the damage he was doing the people assembled and